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Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny Sub-
Committee (JHOSC) 
 
2 July 2007 
 
The JHOSC Work Programme for 2007/08 
 
Report of the Head of Overview and Scrutiny 
 
Purpose 
 
1. To agree a work programme for the JHOSC for the period 2007 /08.  
 
Information 
 
2. The JHOSC held a half day event with the NHS family on 21 May 2007. 

The aim of the half day was to assist the committee develop a work 
programme for the next 12 months and beyond. 

 
3. A long list of issues was identified (see appendix 1).  
 From this list it is suggested that the following issues become the main 

focus for the JHOSC over the next 12 months: 
 
 Policy/Strategic Priorities 
  

• Action on Health Inequalities –Special meeting to be 
convened 

 
• Reconfiguration of Health and Hospital Services – The Five 

Year Plan ( Primary ,Secondary ,Tertiary Care) , to include 
workforce issues –Special meeting to be convened 

 
• NHS Foundation Trust – Consultation on the TEWPS NHST 

application  
 (2 July 2007) 
 
• Oral Health Services / Access to Dental Services  
 (Special meeting to be convened – December 07) 
  
• Urgent Care/Overview of the White Paper  
 (1 October 2007) 

 
• Development of a COMPACT (Protocol) between JHOSC, 

the NHS family and the LINk.  
 (1 October 2007) 

 
• Adult Mental Health Strategy  
 (7 January 2008) 
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• Response to the NHS Health Care Commission Annual 

Health Report  
 (7 April 2008) 

 
Service Improvement Priorities    
 

• Hospital Acquired Infection (Implementation of the Hygiene 
Code)  

 (1 October 2007) 
 

• Bowel Screening Programme/Update on National Pilot and 
local implementation.  

 (Special meeting to be convened – December 07) 
 

• Mental Health Services for Older People (to include services 
modelling)  

 (7 January 2008) 
 

Reviews 
 

• Termination of Pregnancy services  
 (2 July 2007) 
 
• Modernisation of Ambulance Services (review of community 

paramedics and Ambulance stations) 
 (7 January 2008) 

 
• Child Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)(Minding 

the Gap)  
 (7 January 2008) 

 
• Alcohol and Drug Misuse  
 (7January 2008)  
 

4.  In order to deliver the work programme arrangements will have to be made 
 to hold “special meetings” on particular subjects. 
 
Recommendation 
 
3. Members are asked to agree the work programme for 2007 /2008.  
 
 
Contact: Feisal Jassat   Tel:  0191 383 3506 
       feisal.jassat@durham.gov.uk 
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DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL    APPENDIX 1 
 
JOINT HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINMY COMMITTEE 
 
DEVELOPING A WORK PROGRAMME (2007/08) 
 
 Long List:- CD PCT 

– Tackling inequalities 
– Urgent care 
– Musculoskeletal  
– Oral health services 
– Diabetes 
– Stroke 
– Maternal & child health 
 

 Long List:-CDDA NHST 
– New five year plan 
– Reconfiguration issues 
– Hospital acquired infection 
– Core standards declaration 
– Supporting bowel screening programme 

 
 Long List:-TEWPS NHST 

– Foundation Trust – (public consultation July – September 2007. 
– Promoting Wellbeing and addressing Social Inclusion   
– Service Models and Strategies - Implementation of new ways of 

working (changing the roles of psychiatrists, psychologists, nurses 
and AHPs). 

– Review of Mental Health Act – Implications for agencies and 
services (Community Treatment Orders) 

– Adult Mental Health Strategy  
– Mental Health Services for Older People  
– Continuing Development of Learning Disability Services – Social 

model of care 
– Children and Young People’s Services 
– Substance Misuse Services 

 
• Long List:-NEAS NHST 

– Control Room review  
– Performance Improvement (clock-start times)  
– New triage system & Directory of Services  
– Community Paramedics  
– Angioplasty (PCI) replacing pre-hospital thrombolysis 
– Eligibility criteria for Patient Transport Services 

 
 


